
 1

 
 
 
 
 
 
For Immediate Release    Media Contacts:  Tara Shenson/ Aaron Kiel   
      Phone:   (562) 624-4100/ (919) 325-3358   
      E-mail:   tshenson@scaa.org/ akiel@akprgroup.com 
 
 

The Roasters Guild Announces the 2010  
Roasters’ Choice Tasting Competition Winners  

 
LONG BEACH, Calif. U.S.A. (May 6, 2010) The Roasters Guild, a trade guild of the Specialty Coffee 

Association of America (SCAA), the world's coffee authority and largest coffee trade association, announced 

Roasters Guild member Andy Sprenger of Caffe Pronto Coffee Roastery as this year’s winner of the Roasters’ 

Choice Tasting Competition. The competition was held at SCAA’s 22nd Annual Exposition & Symposium, April 

15 – 18, 2010 in Anaheim, Calif. at the Anaheim Convention Center. 

The annual Roasters Guild Roasters’ Choice Tasting Competition is held every year during SCAA’s 

Expo. The competition is designed to highlight the art and craft of coffee roasting. 

To compete in the challenge, 19 members of SCAA’s Roasters Guild submitted single origin washed 

coffees, which were all roasted to bring out the bean’s best flavors. All SCAA Expo attendees received a ballot 

with their registration badge, which allowed them to vote for their favorite from among the top 10. The tasting 

was blind. 

The winners of the Roasters Guild Roasters’ Choice Tasting Competition are: 

1st Place: Andy Sprenger of Caffe Pronto Coffee Roastery, who submitted Ethiopia Yirgacheffe Koke District.  

2nd Place:  Steve Souphanthong of Social Coffee & Tea Company, who submitted El Salvador Finca Alaska.  

Tie for 3rd Place:  Justin Freeman of Tony’s Coffees & Teas, who submitted Indonesia, Sulawesi Toraja 

Peaberry; and Keith Gehrke of Coava Coffee Roasters, who submitted Ethiopia Yirgacheffe Koke District. 

The 2010 Roasters’ Choice Tasting Competition featured some of the country’s finest specialty coffee 

roasters, and it provided the opportunity to taste exceptionally roasted coffees. All 19 coffees submitted were 

pre-vetted by Q-Graders, who are professionally accredited coffee graders and cuppers. Selected in advance 

of the Exposition, the top 10 coffees were showcased at the annual event, and were submitted by (in alpha 

order): Berres Brothers; Caffe Pronto Coffee Roastery; Coava Coffee Roasters; Conservatory for Coffee, Tea 

& Cocoa; Dillanos Coffee Roasters; Equator Estate Coffees & Teas; Intelligentsia Coffee & Tea; Rowster 

Coffee; Social Coffee & Tea Company; and Tony’s Coffees & Teas.  
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The Roasters Guild is a trade guild of the Specialty Coffee Association of America that consists of 

specialty roasters dedicated to the craft of roasting quality coffee. The Roasters Guild is just one of two trade 

guilds within the Specialty Coffee Association of America. One guild is for coffee roasters and the other is for 

baristas. Through collaboration, professional certification and training opportunities, the members of the 

Roasters Guild and the Barista Guild of America are able to hone their skills and gain a deeper understanding 

of their professions 

 

About SCAA 

For more than a quarter of a century, the Specialty Coffee Association of America (SCAA) has offered its 

members education, training, resources and business services. It is the world’s largest coffee trade 

association, with members representing more than 40 countries and every segment of the specialty coffee 

industry, from growers to roasters and retailers. The SCAA has also been at the forefront of developing and 

promoting specialty coffee, and is committed to meeting the challenges of a rapidly changing industry by 

setting and maintaining standards, expanding professional certification programs, conducting industry-specific 

research, and providing even more opportunities to connect, exchange, and work together so our industry 

continues to thrive. 

# # # 

 

NOTE TO EDITORS: Photos from SCAA’s 2010 Roasters Guild Roasters’ Choice Tasting Competition and 

22nd Annual Exposition & Symposium are available upon request. 

 

 


